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“Environmental Radiation Protection Standards 
for Nuclear Power Operations” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
About the Standards 

Should the Standards Be Revised? 

The Rulemaking Process—from Laws 
to Environmental Standards 
 

An environmental law is enacted when Congress 
passes a bill and  the  President signs it. Specific 

bills make EPA responsible for writing regulations 
which specify what must be done to obey the law. 
Many environmental regulations set standards that 
limit the amount of a hazardous material that can be 
discharged into the environment. 
 

After an environmental law is enacted, EPA 
conducts a scientific analysis of the  issues and, if 

necessary, proposes new or revised regulations in 
a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The proposal is 
listed in the Federal Register so that members of 
the public can consider it and send their comments 
to the Agency. EPA will consider comments 
received as it finalizes the  regulations. The 

comments and EPA’s response to them become 
part of the public record. 
 

Final regulations are published in the Federal 
Register as a Final Rule, and added to the Code of 
Federal Regulations. 
 

Why is EPA issuing this Advance 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking? 
 

EPA is taking the optional rulemaking step of 
issuing an Advance Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (ANPR) to start a public discussion 
about whether to revise the Environmental 
Radiation Protection Standards for Nuclear 
Power Operations. We want input from affected 
stakeholders and  the  public on a number of specific 

issues. After reviewing the responses received, EPA 
may propose revised radiation protection  standards 
or leave the existing ones in place. Any revisions 
to the standards would be published in the Federal 
Register in a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. 
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EPA and Nuclear Power Operations 

How You Can Participate— 
 

 

The public will have 120 days to submit comments 

on this Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

starting the day of its publication in the Federal 

Register. You will be welcome  to submit written 

comments on this ANPR by email or regular mail. 

Detailed Instructions  for submission of comments 

are in the ANPR, which you can download at: 

www.epa.gov/radiation/laws/190/ 

http://www.epa.gov/radiation/laws/190/

